North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
5th July 2023
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman), Lisa Edwards, Janet Cobbald and Tim Bennett.  Also present Cllr Nathan Hull (NYC) and Mike Richards (Clerk) Apologies for Absence were received and accepted from John Ellacott. 
1. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising

Matters arising from the meeting of 1 March 2023:
- VAS and picket fences. Cllr Bennett and the clerk will liaise to arrange for the sign to be reversed, to capture data of traffic leaving the village.
- Picket fences – have now been purchased and will be installed adjacent to the 30mph sign on Hall Green Lane, as soon as ground conditions permit. 
-  other items covered as part of the agenda. 
       The minutes of the meetings held on 3rd May were agreed as a true record. Proposed by Cllr 
       Edwards, seconded by Cllr Massey.  The Chairman then signed both minutes as a true 
       record.
2. Requests for further order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
3. Administration
a) Village Garden – ownership.
Lengthy discussion ensued concerning the best way of transferring ownership to the Parish Council. It was decided ultimately that the best option would be to continue with the present arrangement of three trustees, representing the Parish Council. For this to function, two additional trustees would be required to join the existing trustee, Mrs Jo Williams. Cllrs Edwards and Bennett agreed for their names to be put forward and Cllr Hull agreed to assist with explaining the position to Mrs Williams and completing the necessary legal forms.
b) Spring House Farm – Bus depot
A Planning Contravention Notice (PCN) has been issued which requires a response by 10 July. Once a response has been received NYC will be in a position to take appropriate action, hopefully to terminate this perceived unlawful activity. Cllr Hull, as Chair of the Planning Committee, confirmed that he will follow up on any action taken.
c) D-Day 2024. A notification has been received of the nationally planned events to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings. Councillors agreed to consider possible celebrations nearer the time but had some concerns over viability, as the 6th June falls mid-week in school half term.
      4.   Finance. 
            a) Approval of expenditure.

	Since

	04/01/2023

			
	M Richards May Salary

				£259.90


	M Richards June Salary

				£259.90


	HMRC - PAYE

				£60.48


	HMRC - PAYE

				£60.48


	Bank charges May-June
				£10.00


	BHIB insurance
				£351.78

	YLCA subscription
				£215.00


	British Legion - donation
				£150.00


	Village News
				£200.00

	R Chambers – audit fee
				£50.00


	Stuart Bush - grasscutting
				£429.00

	M Richards - print cartridge 
				£23.39

	Gala cash float
				£735.00

	M Hopkins – gala expenses
				£402.00


	A Scott – gala expenses
				£303.67

	F Jenkinson - banner
				£43.45

					   £3,243.79

					
					

	
	
	
	
	

	The 16 items and accompanying bank reconciliation were approved by councillors. Councillors specifically approved the donations to the Village News (£200) and British Legion (£150details relevant to North Rigton. He will circulate for councillors’), covering 2 years.
b) Commuted sums/CIL – the clerk had received details relevant to North Rigton. He will circulate to councillors. 
c) Church donation. The clerk reported that it was unlawful for parish councils to make donations to churches other than for maintenance of churchyards or cemeteries. The Chairman then confirmed that the request from the Church treasurer had been for this purpose and councillors therefore approved a donation of £100 pa.  
	
	
	
	


   5.      Planning
  Applications
            ZC23/02160/FUL - Dwelling House: Proposed single storey rear extension and window   
  alterations Outbuildings: Conversion to ancillary accommodation, alterations to roof and single 
  storey rear extension. New House Farm, Crag Lane. 
  Councillors discussed but could see no reason to object on planning grounds. It was felt  
  however that the proposed “reproduction” stone slate was not in keeping with the existing 
  materials and natural stone slate should be substituted. This would be included in the “No 
  objection” response.    
   6.       Highways, Footpaths and Verges
             a) Visibility from Church Hill on A658. A number of comments had been received regarding
             overhanging trees and bushes affecting visibility from Church Hill onto the A658. The clerk will  
             raise with NYC Highways. 
             b) Bus shelter – Hall Green Lane/A658. The clerk had raised again with NYC Highways and 
             was informed that a Traffic Management (TM) system (traffic lights) would need to be in place 
             for the reconstruction of the bus shelter. Unfortunately, due to staffing issues this had not 
             been possible and, given the anticipated increased traffic congestion following the closure of 
             Harewood bridge, the work would be delayed until September. 
             c) Brackenwell Lane potholes. The Chairman reported that, at long last, these repairs had 
             now been effected. Unfortunately, another issue has arisen in that the drains adjacent to the 
             garage block have become badly blocked, causing localised flooding. The clerk will report 
             again to NYC Highways.
             d) Grass verges. The Chairman commented that the general appearance of the Parish would 
             be much improved if all property owners undertook to maintain the grass verges and hedges 
             adjacent to their properties. Of particular concern are those hedges which overhang and 

             obstruct pathways. Councillors agreed and the clerk will draft a “flyer” requesting this.
7.
Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.

a) North Rigton Gala – another successful event, with the essential contribution to Parish  
       funds from receipts. Thanks to Aidy Scott for running the bar and donation. Photos have been 
       uploaded to the website.
       b) Commemorative trees and plaques. Councillors agreed a plaque on a metal stand, some
      18 inches tall, should be fixed next to the Church tree. It was also agreed that an oak tree 
       (kindly donated by Mr and Mrs Hopkins) would be planted at the top of Hall Green Lane, 
       opposite the School, with the proviso that the views of neighbouring properties would not be 
       obscured. This would be designated as “The Coronation Tree” with an appropriate plaque. 
       Councillors thanked Terry Massey and John Hopkins for planting the Church tree and it was
       agreed to request Richard Lishman (the local contractor) to construct and install a tree guard 
       as previously discussed.
       c) Hall Green Lane bench. The dilapidated bench has been removed and needs replacing. It 
       was agreed that the remnants of the former “Bradley bench” should be used to construct a 
       new bench for this location. The clerk will seek quotations.
       d) Gardening services. There being no other expressions of interest in taking on the gardening 
       services contract, it was agreed to appoint “Almond Gardening Services” for the year 
       commencing 1 July 2023.
8.
Other items
        The Chairman confirmed that as the BBQ and gas cylinder had been sold there was now no 
        need for the additional storage facility as previously discussed.
.
      9.
Dates of next meetings:


6 September 2023 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                          1 November 2023 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)



 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.27
Signed







Chairman

