North Rigton Parish Council

Meeting held on Wednesday 2 November 2022 at 7.30 at St John’s Church, North Rigton 

       Present: Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman) Tim Bennett 

       and Lisa Edwards. In attendance, Mike Richards (Clerk) and 2 residents.  
1.
Apologies for absence –Apologies for absence were received and accepted from 
       Janet Cobbald, and John Ellacott. Cllr Hull also apologised for non-attendance.
2. 
Agenda order variation and Declaration of Interests. There were no requests for 
agenda variation or declarations of interest. 
3.   Approval and signing of minutes, matters arising.
      The minutes of the meeting held on 7th September were agreed as a true record. 
      Proposed by Cllr Hopkins, seconded by Cllr Bennett.  The Chairman then signed the
      minutes as a true record. 
a) VAS and picket fences. Deferred to the next meeting
      b) Litter bin review. After further lengthy discussion, councillors agreed that the best 

      options would be:
i) New large bin set back on village green

ii) New large bin outside the school

iii) The 5 dog-waste bins to be removed and replaced by anchored wheelie bins on Brackenwell Lane, Crag Lane and outside the school playing field on Church Hill.

The clerk will forward these locations to HBC for comment. 

      c) Village garden – ownership. The Chairman had taken further advice from a former 

      adviser to the Society of Local Council Clerks who had prior experience with similar 

      issues. She had recommended that the Parish Council establishes a corporate body 

      with two “Custodial Trustees”, one being a PC member and the other a 

      representative of the community. This will help to secure the PC’s future ownership 

      of the Garden. The former adviser undertook to progress all the necessary 

      documentation for setting up the new Trust but asked that a formal resolution be 

      passed by the Parish Council to facilitate this process. Accordingly, councillors agreed 

      the following resolution: “North Rigton Parish Council formally resolves to appoint 
      (xx) to act on its behalf in pursuing the establishment of a new Trust to 

      confirm its ownership of the plot of land known as the Village Garden” However, 

      subsequent to the meeting, the adviser suggested that, to ensure all legal proprieties 

      are met, a more detailed definition of the process should be presented to, and 

      agreed by, councillors. Accordingly, such a report will be discussed at the next 

      meeting.      
4.   Administration.

a) Spring Litter Pick – to be discussed at next meeting.

       b) A658 roadworks. Considerable disruption and inconvenience had been caused to 

       Huby and North Rigton residents by these roadworks, partially due to inadequate 

       and misleading information provided (or not!) by NYCC Highways. The clerk had 

       made Highways aware of this failure and it is hoped to avoid any future recurrence. 
       c) Advertising on website. The Chairman advised that she had been contacted by a 

       local business wishing to place an advert (as per the previously agreed arrangement) 

       She will follow up.

       d) Remembrance Day wreaths. The Chairman has arranged this year but will ask Cllr 

       Cobbald to pursue in future. 

       e) Local Government Reorganisation. Frequent information updates are now being 
       issued by the NYCC Working Group, although this is still at a relatively early stage. 

       The Chairman suggested, and councillors agreed, to await the availability of more 

       detailed firm proposals before wider promulgation to the community is undertaken.
        f) Defibrillator. The clerk had received notification of a software update required. 

        Cllr Ellacott agreed (subsequent to the meeting) to make the necessary 

        arrangements for the equipment to be collected and returned in due course.

5.   Finance

a) The schedule of payments for the period 7 Sept – 2 November, as shown 
       below, was approved.  
	M Richards Sept Salary
	
	
	
	£202.26

	M Richards Oct Salary
	
	
	
	£237.52

	HMRC - PAYE
	
	
	
	£46.06

	Bank charges July
	
	
	
	£10.00

	M Richards - postage
	
	
	
	£54.99

	M Richards - print cartridges
	
	
	£23.28

	M Hopkins - Garden chairs
	
	
	
	£168.60

	Yorks Water
	
	
	
	£14.83

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	£757.54


       The clerk advised that his October salary was increased due to a repayment of 

       overpaid PAYE. 
       b) Councillors reviewed and approved the bank reconciliation for the period 6 

       September to 2 November. 

       c) The Chairman reported that there had been a significant increase in the clerk’s 
       workload due to such issues as the unauthorised operating base for buses on 
       Brackenthwaite Lane, the litter bin review and other current Highways problems. 

       Accordingly, she proposed the salary to be increased by one hour to 6 hours per 
       week. Councillors acknowledged and agreed to the proposal.        
6.  Planning
       a) New Applications 
        22/03685/FUL - Erection of new garage to replace existing - 2 Brackenwell Lane. 

       Whilst comment was made about the increased height of the new building, 

       councillors had no specific objections and the clerk was instructed to respond 

       accordingly.

       b) Decisions and Enforcement
       i)  22/03339/FUL - Conversion and extension of stable block to form dwelling and 

       installation of package treatment plant. Field Head Farm, Brackenthwaite Lane – 

       WITHDRAWN. Councillors noted.
ii) Harrogate Riding Centre (HRC) As reported previously, a number of residents had expressed significant concerns at the apparent use of HRC as a depot for a local transport company and the associated increase in large vehicles (buses and coaches) using the narrow Brackenthwaite Lane. The HBC Planning Enforcement has arranged to meet with the landowner and his agent to discuss the apparent breach of planning regulations. The Parish Council will continue to press for an acceptable resolution to this problem.
7. Highways, footpaths and verges
       a) A658/Hall Green Lane bus shelter. The clerk has contacted NYCC for an update on 

       the replacement (via the insurance claim) but has to date not received a response. 

       He will follow up.
       b) HBC Litter bin consultation. (especially dog waste bins) See 3 b) above.
              c) Obscured and damaged road signs. The Parish Council has arranged for the 

             offending hedge on Hall Green Lane to be trimmed, but the obscured signs on High 
             Moor Road and the damaged 20mph sign on Rigton Hill have been reported to NYCC 
             Highways.             

              Cllr Bennett left the meeting at this point.

     8. Village Garden, Amenities and Activities
             a) The Chairman advised that additional storage was needed in the Garden. 

             Councillors agreed and she undertook to research and price a suitable storage box.

             b) The Chairman also suggested that the gas BBQ could now be sold as it was no 

             longer used at the Village Gala or on other occasions. Councillors agreed and 

             consideration will be given to the best option for disposal.

             c) Carol singing. This had originally been a Parish Council initiative but last year a 
             group of young mothers took it on and want to continue. They want however, to 

             change the format and instead of starting at the Village Garden Christmas Tree and 

             moving down the village, they want to perform solely in the Church grounds. 

             Councillors accepted the proposal, with some reluctance.
             d) Jubilee tree. The clerk will arrange the purchase of a Copper Beech tree to be 
             planted in November, in the Church grounds, with a suitable tree guard.
             e) Flag flying. It had been agreed originally that the Union Flag would be flown 
             continually but, following comments from various residents and particularly, that the 
             flag was not flying well due to lack of wind, it was now considered that a better 
             option may be to fly appropriate flags on official flag flying days and periods. Absent 

             councillors will be contacted for their views before a final decision is made.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.05

Dates of next meetings:

Wednesday 4th January 2023

              Wednesday 1 March

            


     
Signed




(Chairman)
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